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Agenda

MUCI consortium
What is USOS
Some modules with screen-shots
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What is MUCI?

Consortium of over 20 Polish higher 
education institutions, established in 2002 
for coordinating, supporting and 
conducting common IT tasks
Inspired by LADOK, after common 
participation in New Educational Tools 
Tempus JEP project  (carried out 
between November 1999 and December
2001)
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What is USOS?

Student management information system 
used since 2000 in Polish higher education 
institutions gathered in MUCI
Rather typical software information system 
supporting management of higher 
education at university level ...
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but ...

What makes it unique is the, unification of 
services at country level and integration
achieved from effective cooperation of  
universities who jointly develop and deploy the 
system on a large scale. It is the only system 
of that kind in Poland, being built by 
universities for universities, with a business 
model acceptable to even the smallest 
institutions.
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and ...
This cooperation creates new quality in 
administration of education, since existing 
processes, rules and documents are 
discussed, changed, unified, before getting 
computer system support. System 
development is driven by user needs 
reported daily to system developers. Lobby of 
universities can influence existing law. 
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and ...

Such cooperation has an impact not only 
on administration of education, but on 
education itself, mainly by supporting 
transparency and comparability.
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Software modules and subsystems 
of USOS

Central Oracle database with an interface 
for university administration for handling 
main aspects of university education, like 
course catalog, course registration, class 
schedules, students and teachers 
personal data, study programs and 
requirements of degree certificates 
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Software modules and subsystems 
of USOS

A few web-based systems with local 
databases synchronized automatically with 
the central Oracle database, for massive 
users (students, academic teachers, 
prospective students)
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Modules ...

Subsystem for handling financial aid for 
students, and student tuitions supported by 
speed collect handled by a bank.
USOSweb where students can browse 
information about their study progress and 
grades, register for courses and particular 
classes, be informed by lecturers about 
important events through built-in messaging 
system, assess courses by an integrated course 
assessment system etc.
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USOSweb – Page My shortcuts
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USOSweb – Page Public Directory
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Modules ...

Electronic archive of diploma theses
USOS is fully compliant with requirements 
of the Bologna Declaration. Supports ECTS 
credit system and diploma supplements. 
All web based applications are available in 
English. An ECTS catalog is available on-
line for foreign students.



2008-05-13 Swedes in Warsaw 14

ECTS Catalog
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Modules ...

Due to growing popularity of on-line courses 
USOS was integrated with an e-learning platform 
based on Moodle. 
Web-based central admission system (IRK) had 
been in use at the University of Warsaw since 
2002. In 2005 the system was offered to MUCI 
and became a part of USOS distribution. On the 
first year three other universities decided to 
used it for admission, next year there were 13,  
this year 15. IRK is also available in English.
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Student Admission System
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Modules ...

Central authorization and authentication 
service (CAS with SSO)
Modules for handling student mobility 
inside Europe
System for handling Electronic Student 
Identity Cards 
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USOS form for entering photos into the system
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Modules ...

Data and statistics are necessary for 
efficient management  at every institution.
Pilot Statistics module based on OLAP 
engine was built.
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Number of issued diplomas in the University of Warsaw in 2005 
by month and type of certificate (red – bachelor, blue – master)
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Conclusions
Building and deploying university 
information system is a life time project, 
which never ends. New needs arise every 
day, law changes, priorities are reevaluated, 
development of information technologies  
creates new possibilities. The project of that 
kind should always be regarded as work in 
progress.
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